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In the postpartition era, for political and nationalist reasons, historians of both Pakistan and
Bangladesh have largely disregarded the history of East Pakistan. The twenty-four years of
united Pakistan (1947-71), however, merit attention for the groundwork laid for future
feminist, labor, political, and cultural activism in both countries.?
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Generally, then, the female writer is seen as suffering the handicap of having to use a
medium (prose writing) which is essentially male instrument fashioned for male purposes.
... If normative language can be seen as some way male-oriented, the question arises of
whether there might be a form of language which is free from this bias, or even in me way
oriented towards the female.®
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In order to write about women writers, and remain respectable as In critics, a new definition
of literature was going to have to be established. 'English' needed a new map. On top of
that, it requires a different conception of the practice of criticism to take the sex of the
author into consideration.>®
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No matter how pernicious or pervasive domestic violence has been around the world, we
have not been able to deal with it — neither as a crime, nor as a psychological disorder. Even
less have we addressed it as a consequence of economic and political imbalance. We
recognise that this manifestation of power is tolerated by social and political norms. But we
have yet to make a connect between the methods used to control women’s freedom and
choice and the family economy.*
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Although women's sexuality has in many ways been liberated from patriarchy's control, in many
ways it has not. One does not have to look far to run across the practice of clitoridectomy;
rejection of lesbians; rape; women-beating; incest; nonconsensual participation in the socalled
sex-industry; problems in women's gaining access to contraception, abortion, and even proper
sex education; purdah, nonconsensual veilings, arranged marriages for monetary and/or status
reasons; restrictions on midwives; downgrading of women-directed art and music; illiteracy;
paucity of women in science, technology, engineering, math, and other [lucrative] male
professions; and so forth. Men are not necessarily conspiring with one another to keep women
down, but the power of the institution of compulsory heterosexuality, and certainly of
unreflective heterosexuality, persists.®
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